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Air Force Times  

24 Oct. 05 

AU's new boss  

Air University at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., has a new commander, Maj. Gen. Stephen R. Lorenz.  

Lorenz was named to the post after AU's former commander, Lt. Gen. John F. Regni, was tapped to take charge of 
the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. He took command Oct. 12.  

"Steve Lorenz has a wealth of operational, staff and education expertise, and he has the right mix of talents required 
of an Air University commander in the 21st century," said Gen. William R. Looney III, commander of Air 
Education and Training Command.  

Lorenz comes to AU from the Pentagon, where he was deputy assistant secretary for budget in the office of the 
assistant secretary of the Air Force for financial management and comptroller. 
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AZ Republic, 29 Oct 05, Online 
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/1029wvbest29.html# 

W.Valley mayors honored for joint 
efforts on transit  

Pat Flannery 
  
 
WEST VALLEY - West Valley mayors sometimes butt heads over competing interests, 
but Thursday was a night for them to be feted and bow in unison for sticking together to 
promote the West Valley's transportation future. 
 
Westmarc, a coalition of west-side business and civic interests, recognized the mayors 
Thursday with the John F. Long Lifetime Achievement Award at the 13th-annual Best of 
the West Awards at Glendale Civic Center. The award lauds them for their unity last 
year in helping to pass the Proposition 400 transportation initiative. 
 
"Their ability to come together on transportation has laid the foundation for other areas 
of public policy in which communities can come together," Westmarc President Jack 
Lunsford said.  
 
Honored at Thursday's gala were Mayors Jim Cavanaugh of Goodyear, Ron Drake of 
Avondale, Adolfo Gamez of Tolleson, Bryan Hackbarth of Youngtown, Dusty Hull of 
Buckeye, John Keegan of Peoria, Chris Riggs of Gila Bend, Woody Thomas of Litchfield 
Park, Elaine Scruggs of Glendale, Joan Shafer of Surprise, and former Mayors Lon 
McDermott of Wickenburg and Robert Robles of El Mirage.  
 
Voters heard a contentious public debate last fall that led to renewal of the half-cent 
sales tax funding local freeways and light-rail construction. What they are less likely to 
recall was the early haggling, before Proposition 400's placement on the ballot, when 
mayors Valley-wide, working through the Maricopa Association of Governments, 
negotiated the projects to be funded. 
 
There were far more needs than the $15.8 billion plan could pay for. When voters 
approved the measure, it was a testament not only to a tenacious pro-400 campaign, 
but also to the mayors' work setting voter-friendly priorities. 
 
West Valley mayors stood firmly together for funding of Loop 303 in the plan's early 
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years, widening of Interstate 10 and Loop 101, improvements to Grand Avenue, a 
Northern Avenue parkway and, key to the Southwest Valley, a new reliever freeway 
south of I-10. 
 
MAG's Eric Anderson said Scruggs and Cavanaugh actively "brought together west-
side interests in a unified front. And the West Valley mayors have been pretty effective." 
 
The cohesion carried over to protecting Luke Air Force Base from encroaching 
development, and to joint opposition to a plan to store natural gas in west side 
underground caverns. 
 
The question is, will that spirit last? 
 
"With regard to some of the smaller issues . . . that's not as clear," Valley political 
strategist Chuck Coughlin said.  
 
 
 
This story has appeared in The Republic's West Valley editions. 
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http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=51907 
 
Commentary 
Scottsdale airport may make most sense 
By Tom Gibbons, Tribune October 30, 2005 
 
By most measures, it would make little sense for Scottsdale Airpark to become the Valley’s second airport 
with regularly scheduled passenger airline service. 
 
Scottsdale is too close — a little more than 12 miles away as the commuter plane flies — to Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport.  
 
The airpark has only one runway. Any airline using the facility would be flying over an area that is already 
developed. It is populated with people who are sensitive to noise — and adept at making it.  
 
A more logical choice for a second airport is Williams Gateway Airport. Williams is about 20 miles away 
from Sky Harbor. The area is developing rapidly — but the airport is not completely surrounded by 
rooftops. Williams has three runways.  
 
Another possibility for a reliever passenger airport would be Memorial Airfield on the Gila River Indian 
Community, but its runways need work.  
 
Perhaps the most logical site as a second passenger airport is Luke Air Force Base in the West Valley. 
Sky Harbor’s location serves the East Valley much better than the West Valley. But the West Valley has 
fought hard to keep Luke operating as an active base. A poor choice in my view but to the advantage of 
our side of the Valley.  
 
At this point, Scottsdale Airpark looks poised to land regularly scheduled passenger service first. Last 
week, we learned that a group of airline industry veterans want to start Scottsdale West Airlines, 
connecting the airpark to destinations throughout the West. They plan to raise more than $50 million and 
start service late in 2006.  
 
They hope passengers who don’t want to hassle with Sky Harbor are willing to pay extra for convenience.  
 
Scottsdale West may never get off the ground. The City Council needs to OK it. The NIMBYs up north will 
try to scuttle it. And it is possible the founders could find capital too difficult to raise — or maybe come to 
their senses.  
 
And if Scottsdale West takes flight, it faces . . . turbulence. The whole airline industry is struggling.  
 
For a big city airport, Sky Harbor is still relatively easy to use. So how many people — who are not 
already chartering planes or flying themselves or who don’t have access to a corporate jet — are willing 
to pay extra to save the time and effort of a relatively short drive?  
 
But the larger issue here is this: Capitalism isn’t always pretty or particularly orderly.  
 
Businesses won’t go somewhere just because a city or an area wants them. That applies whether a city is 
hoping to put a grocery store in an older neighborhood, fill an empty big box, get a hotel built in a 
downtown or lure commercial airline service.  
 
Officials in the south East Valley have been thinking that Williams Gateway Airport would be the next to 
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land passenger service. They have a terminal and baggage claim. They built it and yet the airlines didn’t 
come. The Scottsdale West people were looking for a certain demographic. It doesn’t exist in Queen 
Creek or in east Mesa.  
 
Businesses go where the money is. And that is the only measure that counts. 
 




